Smooth muscle antibody in children with acute rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart disease.
Smooth muscle antibody (SMA) was positive in 66.7% of children with acute rheumatic fever, in 46.1% of children with chronic rheumatic heart disease, and in only 11.9% of normal Chinese children. These findings indicate that the SMA is one of the bioproducts of acute rheumatic fever and rheumatic heart disease, but the immunopathogenetic role of SMA in these particular disease still needs further investigation.